DEFENDANTS ORDERED TO PAY ALMOST $3 MILLION IN FEES AND COSTS, RESOLVING A LANDMARK FAIR HOUSING CASE THAT LASTED MORE THAN 15 YEARS
Los Angeles – About noon today, federal district court Judge Robert M. Takasugi ordered defendant Joseph Sherman, who owns mobile home parks throughout California, to pay almost $3,000,000 in fees and costs to the firm of Traber & Voorhees, who for more than 15 years represented a class of families with children who alleged they were discriminated against, or excluded from, many of those parks.  Together with a 1996 settlement of a portion of the same case (United States v. Plaza Mobile Estates) for more than $2,200,000, this fee award brings the total dollar value of the case to at least $5.2 million, making it one of the largest, if not the largest SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 monetary awards ever obtained in a case alleging discrimination against families with children.
According to Judge Takasugi’s order, today’s ruling brings to a close a case which, not only resulted in record-breaking monetary awards, but also resulted in significant non-monetary results, including “shaping the legal landscape of familial status discrimination in Southern California,” “the protection it confers to future mobile home residents,” and “serv[ing] the public purpose by potentially deterring familial status discrimination in mobile home parks in southern California.” In papers filed with the Court in support of today’s fee award, former Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights under the Clinton Administration, Bill Lann Lee, called the outcome of this case both “historic” and “very important in terms of national civil rights policy.” 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1"Today's judgment is extraordinarily important, both because it vindicates the rights of families to live in any home they choose and to use the facilities there equally with families without children and because it sends a clear message to the mobile home park industry and to others that discriminating against families simply because they have children will cost you dearly," said Bert Voorhees.
In 2003, the Court ruled that SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 various rules at mobile home parks owned by defendant Joseph Sherman violated the Fair Housing Act by discriminating against plaintiff-intervenors and class members on the basis of familial status, and that the preambles to those rules illegally indicated a preference for adults only and discouraged families with children from applying.  This ruling was published in United States v. Plaza Mobile Estates, 273 F. Supp. 2d 1084, 1091-95 (C.D. Cal. 2003).

An  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1earlier 1996 settlement of a different potion of the case required six mobile home parks in California and one in Washington to make their mobile homes, pools, recreation halls and other facilities equally available to families with and without children, notify the public that they welcome families with children, and train their managers in fair housing law.  The 1996 settlement also resulted in a monetary fund of more than $2.2 million for families with children who lived in, or were discouraged from living in, those seven mobile home parks at any time from March of 1989, when federal law was amended to protect families with children from discrimination in housing, through early 1996.  At the time,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Former Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, Deval Patrick praised the 1996 settlement, which he called the largest case of its kind and a “victory for all families with children, particularly those of modest income.”  
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